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THE ; 


RIGHTS of the CITY 


Farther unfolded : 
AND 5 2 ** 
The Manifold Miſcarriages 02 . 


My Lord Mayor, 


&s well as the Puniſhments he hath rendred himſelf "obnoxious unto, fot 
| his Misbehaviour in relation to the preſent Election of 


HE RIF FPS, 


Diſplay'd and laid Open. 


HIL E either unthinking and deluded men, or perſons enraged againſt our Reli- 
gion and Civil Rights, perſevere in their endeavours to deprive and rob us of our 
Birth-rights and Priviledges , if not by fraud and trick, yet by direct Violence and 
open Uſurpation ; we hope that we ſhall not only be connived at and allowed, but 
juſtified and applauded, in continuing to Aﬀert and Vindicate what we enjoy by 
an entail trom our Anceſtors, and poſſeſs by the Patents and Charters of our moſt 
Renowned and Victorious Princes. Nor have we any thing more to bewail, than that we are called to 
conflit with Enemies who have neither Senſe, Truth, nor Generoſity; ſo that without great Conduct, 
we ſhould be either obliged to what an ordinary mind efteems a Drudgery , namely, the daily baffling 
and expoſing them; or elſe we muſt ſpend our pains in alarming the City — our Dangers, and in 
raiſing the Inhabitants to Vigilance againſt Treachery and Force. But as we ſhall decline the laſt, as 
being apprehenſive that it will be miſconſtrued by ill men; ſo they themſelves prevent us in the firſt, ſee- 
ay their own Actions render them more bale and ridiculous, than the ſtrongeſt reaſon, cloathed with the 
words, is capable of making them. And were their Anticknefs and Legerdemain calculated for any 
thing lefs than the Deſtruction of our Rights and Properrics, we ſhould look upon them as a Compas 
ny of Creatures raiſed up meerly tor our ſport and Civerſion. 

The Office of a Sheriff of London, is of all other, a Truſt of the greateſt weight and importance. 
For beſides their having the power over the poſſe of London and Afddleſex, and the Right of returning 
Juries both in Capital and Civil Cauſes; not only all Offenders, but all Debtors. are committed ro 
weir Cuſtody, and they are the perſons who are to anſwer for them, So that upon their Fidelity dep:ads 
doth our Lives and Eſtates, in more ways than is now coaveniegt to inſiſt uoon and deduce. Only the late 
endeavours to have obtained the preſent Sheriffs to have parted with the preſent Convicted Friefts in 
Newgate, and the prank of the Warden of the Fleer ſome years ago, in conſpiring with his Pr {cners to 
1 away, and leave their Creditors in the lurch, may give us ſome imperfect Idea, and dark Umbrage 
of it, | 

Yea the Sherivalty is the firſt tep towards advancement in the Government over the City; and 4 
milcarriage in the choice of ſuch an Officer, is like a faileur in the firſt cencoctian, not to be afterwards re- 
medied. And had not the Free- men more regarded mens Eftates than their Wildom and lntelleQual 
capacities in the Election of ſome ſotiner Sheriffs, we ſhould not now have occaſion to complain of 4 
Bench, when near the greateſt part can only Vote as they are prompted, but are not able to man-ge 
a Debate, nor comprehend the meaneft thing which comes before them. For whereas the Law 4 - 
vides that they who were to be choſen Sheriffs, ſhould be of the wore able, noft diſcreet, and the fitt: ff 
for the Government of ſo great 4 People; We through lupinencls and inadvertency have too to fe D 
lhe Whue-Staff into the hands of tome, that a man of Underſtanding would not beſtow half an tu; 
in their Convertation, if his buligels and Inte.clt du not indiſpenſably require is, 
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Nor is any perſon qualified for being Sheriff of London, that hath not both lived in it for ſome conſidg 
rable tiae, and paſt through the inſeriour Offices, either by way of Service or Fine, and that accompanied 
with a ſtrict and dilipent obſervatiorrof the Duties of thoſe leſſer Offices. For as it is not atherwile poſſible 
that a per ion ſhould know the Cuſtoms and Uſages of the City, as he ought to do, that is to be EleQed 
Sheriff, ſo he is nn t likely to demean himſelf acce ptably in ſo high aS tation, who hath neither learn'd to 
bey as a private Citizen, nor been train up to Magiſtracy by an Apprenticeſhip in the more ſervile Eg. 
loys. | | , 
: And as ithath been alteady demonſtrated, that the Right of Electing Sheriffs belongs by Charts; 
Law and Preſcription to the Free- men, ſo our Anceſtors have been in nothing more caretul than that alt 
Llectiens ſhould be managed with Freedom, without either fraud, force or menace. Hence our Parliz. 
ments which are the Epitome of the Wiſdom of the Nation as well as the Repreſentatives ot the Ki 
dom, have not only frequently declared againſt the Kings and great mens Letters when made ule of tg 
influerce Elections, but even all the Acts of the Parliament ot the 38 Hen. 6. were repealed and de 
clared Null by a Parliament of the 39 ol the ſame Ring mcerly becauſe the members were unlawfully Sum. 
moned and unduly Choſen. | 
Vea one of the,moſt fundamental Statutes which we have in England, namely that of Weſiminſeer, 
3 Ed, 1, provides that all Elections ſhall be free and andifturbed, and that no man, per poyar des armes, ne 
per malice, ou manaces diſturbe de fais franke Elettwn ; [hall by arms, malice, or force, mdleſt the jreedum of 
any Election; and this Jur la grove forfeiture. And as Covk well obferves, this Stizrate exrends to Elefth 
| ons to cvery dignity, Office or place that is Elective ; and whoſoever diſturbeth the Freedom 
— ſtir p. 168. of any ſuch Election, be puni ſhed by grievous fines and impriſonment, Nor have our 
"m1 Anceſtors been mage Zealous in puniffiing any fort of offenders, than thoſe that hay 
interpoſed by power or fraud to hinder ie free Election of Sheriffs and other Civil Officers. For beſide 
that the impoſing the Sheriffs upon the Cities and Counties contrary to Right and Cu- 
Kengbton, ſtom, and for ill purpoſes and intents, was made one of the Articles againſt Richard 
N 24, for which he was depoſed ; the Duke of Saffothwas in the 28 Hen. 6. i 
Rot. Par. 28 Hen. 6, eq in Parliament for cauſing divers. ger ſuns to be made Sheriffs in ar der to the fulfilling hi 
N. 43. es, and is enhance % himſelf Ws the Ri And asag many other in. 
ſtances and evamplet of the puniſhment of thoſe that haye invaded the Franchifes and 'Priviledges of 
rations in obtrud ing Magilfrates and Offices upon them, contrafy to the vote and choice of the 
zjot y to whom the making and performing thoſe reipective Elections did belong; we have a moſt re. 
markable Cale in the 4th of Kichard the 28, wherein upon the Petition of the Commons in Parliament af. 
ſembled to the King, ſignifying thit whereas the Citizens of Tork, bad according to thei 
Rot. Parlia. 4 R. 2 Franchiſes and Cuſtomes choſen one John Gisburgh to be their Mayor, ſome of the 
* $0. then preſent Magiſrate: in combination with a few Citizens bad put biw by, and claſa 
one Simon Quxlay in bis Room}, it was thereupon enatted by the King with the aſſent of the Lords and Of 
mont that a Commiſſion ſhould be iſſued out to. inquire into that horrible Fatt, and that mt any Gistylt 
who was Elefted Mayor by the Majority af the Free- men, ſneuld be reſtored to his Office, but that Quixlay 
by uſu-ping the Office of Mayer with du Eleftion bad accroacht to himſelf. Reya! Power, ſho | 
twenty ſour more of the moſt notorious Malefattors he taken into cuſtody without Bail or mainpriſe till the 
Commiſſion of Inquirie was return d. „ "hy; 
And as the Lord Mayor ot London hath no Power or Authority either by Preſcription or Charter to 
impoſe a Sheriff upon the Citizens; ſo neither can the Frec- men convey any ſuch Right or Power * 


Seeing tho they can make by-Laws in conſiſtency with their Charter, yet they can make no law wher 
both their Charter and divers Acts of Parliament ſh. Ihe 'cancell'd and repealed. And as the beſfay- 
ing upon the Commons of London a power andRight to chuſe their own Sheriffs was in order to the better 
Preſervation and Security of their Lives, Eſtates, and Commerce; ſo to imagine that they would traniſet 
this Right to the Mayor, is to make them ſurrender all that is dear unto them, into the hands of ane 
who may be a knave or a fool, and either from his on incligation,and in purſuance of his own ends, or being 
either menaced or wheedled by others, be influenced to betray and deftroy them, 

And as my Lord Mayor bath no Jurifdiftion over the Common-Hall, being there only as a Conciris 
or fellow Citizen, ſo it being in their power to impeach and puniſh him, precludes all his pretences of being 
| Judg over all that Aſſembly. For tho the Common-Hall be not properly a Court 

P, 462. . as the Citizens do there meet to chuſe Magiſtrates, yet Mampood ſays it is 4 Cont 

to puniſh the Mayor and Aldermen when they ſtand againſt the duty of their places ;,which 

as it plainly declares him to be no Judg there, nor to have any Judicial Authority over that Convention, 

lo we may likewife collect from thence that he hath no power to adjourn the Hall. For there is nothing 

more unreaſonable and ridiculous, than for the Common-Hall to have a power to call the Mayor to ac- 

coun! or acting contrary to his Truſt and Oath, and yet at the ſame time to leave him a power to adjourn 
or diſſu e the Aſſembly when he pleaſeth. 

Nay, the acknow!-uging ſuch a Prerogative to belong to the Mayor, were to put him into a capacity 
of preventing cot only the Elections of all City Officers, the choice whzreof lies in that Aſcmbly ; but 
even vi Pailizam?nt men, unleſs he be gratified and humoured in the pe ſons to be Elected. 

Yea th fubr.,i" ing to fuch a claim as this, were to veſt ſuch a Right in my Lord Mayer as would 
thee? en anl ir .1- . cone to deſtroy the whole Government of the Kingdom. lor it is but t have a weak 
or an iii difpoicd man in the Chair, and it is in the power of any great perſon that will but careſs or bride 
him, to ſhike the Feace o. the Nation, and advance what and whomſhe pleaſeth, by ver tue of this c 
lenged Prerogative, ſcconded with the many legal Juriſdictions which app<rtain unto the M vor as be 
bears the Sword, * 
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And to fancy that my Lord can diſſolve or acjourn the Hall without the conſent of the Free men, 
meerly becaule he is ttuſted to Summon and Convocate the Aſſembly, is to betray a great weaknels of 
underſtanding, and to tell all the World, that they do labour under tome defect in then reafoning Facul- 
ties. For as the convocating the Commons together is ſetled in the Mayor neither by Charter nor Pre- 
ſcription, but meerly entruſted with him out of Complement and Reſpect; fo it is not only certain that 
they anciently aſſembled without any Precept from my Lord Mayor, but that when the iſſuing out of Pre. 
cepts for this put poſe came firſt in uſe, the emitting them was ſometimes referred to my Lord Mayor and 
the Aldermen, and at other times to his Lordſhip and the SheriFs. Nay, notwithſtanding this care that is 
devolved upon him of Summoning the Free- men together, yet in calc he ſhould fail in convocating them 
at due times and ſcatons, and for the neceſlat y affairs and occaſions of the Corporation, they may come to- 

ther of their own accord; and according to Law, Charter, and their duty, they ought to do ſo. And 
as What ſhever his Lordſhip doth in this way is meerly official, lo being enjoyed by the Mayor through the 
meet grant and conceſſion of the Citizens, they may not only reaſſume it when they pleaſe, and place it 
elleyhe re, but even in the interim his Lordſhip can challenge no more than what in conſiſtency with their 
own Rights, and meerly in ſubſerviency to Method and Order they have granted and convey'd unto 
Nor were it more abſurd for the Court of Xi»gs-Bench to. diſmiſs a Jury in the midſt of a Trial 
without the conſent of the Plaintiff and Defendant, than for any, even upon the ſuppoſal that they had 
ſome Iur iſdiction and Authority in and over the Common Hall, to diſmils the Free-men before they had 
tranſacted and performed what they met about, And if the Judges in our Weſtminſter-Courts would not 
be ſo ſilly, as to hop: the eſcaping of Puniſhment, ſhould they do ſuch an Illegal, Arbitrary and Perni- 
tous Act as that; to I know not by what Priviledg my Lord Mayor thinks to come off, tor aſſuming 
both a Power to Adjourn the Hall, over which he hath no Jurildtion, and to do it when they were 
in the midſt of their buſineſs. And if the Parliament impeached my Lord Chic f Juſtice Scroggs for diſ- 
miſſing the Grand Jury before they had made their Preſentments; it is not to be doubted but that a Par- 

ent will ca!! Sir John Moor the preſent Lord Mayor to an account, both ſor diſſ urbing the Free- 
dom. of an Election, ano Uſurping unto himſelf the Power of Adjourning the Aſſembly without their Con- 
ſent, before they had perfected the buſineſs they were congregated about, and were legally proceed- 


in, 
yy | ſuppoſe his Lordſhip hath not well conſidered what puniſhments have overtaken ſome of his Pre- 
dceſſore, ior acting contrary to Law and the Duties of their place ; and therefore beſides the recalli 
to his Memory what befel Sir Samuel Sterling for denying the Poll, and diſſolving the Common- Hall; 
(hall recount unto him the unhappy and miſerable fate of Sir Edward Bromſield, who was choſen into the 
Chait on Michaelmas day 16 36. This poor and unfortunate Gentleman, was upon the Opinion and Au- 
thotity of the Judges concerning the Legality of the Ship-wony, and upon the aſſurance of the late Kings 
Royal Word to indemnify him, and upon the Warranty of an Ad of Common-Council to ſave him 
hartfleſs, and that all Suits which ſhould be brought againſt him, or his Officers, in the Execution of the 
Writs for the Levying that money, ſhould be defended at the City Charge ; I fay he was by theſe me: n 

tyailed upon to pur the ſaid Writ in Execution, and to levy money by way of Diſtreſs upon many cf 

fellow Citiz:ns. Now it is worth my Lord Mayors ſerious conſideration how things at laſt bed 
with fim, notwithſtanding all this precaution in himlelf, and aſſurance of Protection and indemnity 
from others. For there being an Action of Freipaſs abd falte Impriſonment brought againſt him in the 
2 in Trinity Term, 14 Car. 1633, There ws, natwithftanding his Pleading the Kings Writ, 

the Opinion of the Judges, a Judgment given againſt him on the 4th, of F. bra, 16 Car. by thoſe 
very Judges that bad formerly given their Opinion concerning the legality of the Ship-money. Yea, 
Wheh he thought to have relieved himſelf by « Writ of Errer in the Exchequer Chamber, the poor 
Gentleman after a long and coftly Suit, had th: former Judgment affirm.d agaioit him, 17 Feb. Car. and 
that by the unanimous Opinion of all the Judges, notwithſtanding theſe very men bad the 4th of Aug. 
II Car. declared that the King might according to Law iſſu: forth ſuch a Writ, and levy money upon 
It, And when on his being Caſt and Condemned in one Action, 4 Deluge of Suits flow'd in upon him, 
lo that not a Term paſs'd without Procefs, Outlawries Ex:cutions or Extents againſt him, he was at laſt, 
after long concealment in his own Houſe, and warring obtcurely for ſome time up and down the Covn- 
try, apprehended and thrown into the Kings-Bench, where he continued Prifoner 15 years, and died 
under F xecutions againſt him to the value of above 40 0001. Nor had he in all this time any Succour 
either from the King or his Miniſters, but Puy, which is a poor relief to the miſerable. And as all this 
deſell him for venturing to Act where the Law would not-juſtify him, ſo it may cavtion others againſt 
doing things more palpably Illegal, and which they have not an Act of Common Council, and the Opi- 
nion of all the Judges to ſupport them in, as he had. 

But doth the preſent Lord Mayor think what prejudice he does his Majeſty, by his late Carriage and 
Behaviour! all he did in oppoſition to his Father, when he carried a Musket againſt him, and was Clerk 
to a Company that fought under his Enemies Bat ners, was much more pardonable, than the being ſo In- 
ſtrumental as he is, to make the King loſe the love and confidence of five parts in fix of the whol: City. 
Can his Lore ſhip believe that he hath donc as becomes a Loyal Perſon to his Prince, to engage the King 
in a vilible Conteſt with a Loyal, as well as a great People, in a point that they will not part with, and 
which his Majeſty cannot wreſt fr: in them, without declining from the courſe of the Law, which both 
his Juſtice and his Oath oblice him againſt? 

Nor can my Lord be unfentible, ualets he hears only on one Eat how much he hath leſſen'd that 
Party which they call their own, by the Methods which he hath been purſuing, and his unexpected, as 
well as unuccountable Carriage in the late Halls, Alas! theugh there be ſome that mortally hate 
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Fhanaticks ; yet there are none but diſttacted men who are fond of parting with they Priviledges and 
Right, and vi putting their Lives and Fortunes in the power of him that fit>in the Chair. For as they 
know ut What Kind ui Mayor they may have the he year ; fo they would not <xpolc themlelves and 
Cliftd:ci to be rumcd het caf. er, .cc wr having the pleature of doing tome whom they do not 
tc atulyduve, a dilcourtclic t pretend. 

Guc ut we look a lvile wwto matter of Fact, we ſhall both have a viiw of ſome mens eXbravagancy, 
and u e,, in lublcvicncy to what miſchie vous ends all this is infilted upon, and fo violently prole- 
cuicd. Fur gut tome of the muniters had met at my Lord Mayors, and obtained a promiſe from him 
to Grink to North, as Sheriff, it is ot. le tVable that the next morning Mr North, and his Brother the Lord 
Cn. at ſultice went to Wrndſor in a Couch with Six Hor tes. And tho we dare not undertake to tell wt 
iney dd there, vet we ate well aſſuted that upon the performance of that promiſe, they reckoned them- 
cives io ſecure of this Gentleman lately come om Turkey for Sheriff, that my Lord Mayor both con- 
ret y to Cultom and an Att of Common-council 7 Car. 1. ſent for Mr. Worth, and made him ſeal a Bond | 
to ad Saer if tor the year enluing. And being thus lar dipr, my Lord was pleaſed in proſecution of this | 
Glign o ic out Precepte of 4 — «nd icr ain perfectly different from the frame —— — all for. | 
wer Fiecepts, Nay, when the proceedings on Afbdſumwer-sday were carrying on in a orderly | 
Way, and all things lixcly to have been ed peaceably and Ar to cuſtom, my Lord Mayor wa 
peaked ty Cour ettcnded with 4 company of men, Whercot many were not Free men, many bad Swords, 
and Civers wire known Puprſts, to give interruption to the Poll. Nor need we wonder if after ſuch an 
ot periotis were lworn guilty of a Riot, tho as ſome of thoſe depoſed again, were at that time | 
wut of Tou, aid others confined all the day to be ac home by reaſon of their bufinels, ſo the mof ; 
Liiat an were guilty o', was their receiving manifold affronts with Patience, and not vouchlating to 
Wake a Rivi (cr the let vice and conveniency of our Miniſters, who had gotten all His Majefties Force, | 
dcn ut the City, and molt of them ready upon a Minutes warning for Service and Execution, To this | 
We Ga ibjointu Lurdibips c. rriage on Friday lift, when aſtcr a long uncertainty what to do, he was 
hc at lait to tou ſeut to have che matter argued by Council; and becaule the Ian of Court could . 
old gott, wy Lord peiched upon Mr. Saunders, and Sir George Jeffries, whereof the one hath | 
becu Led out of cmployment by the City, and cenſured by Parliament, and both of them againſt the | 
Char cer, and in Councefor the defiroying of it. Nay, when not only Mr. Pollexfen, Mr. Williams, | 
but the Kecorder whom the Mayor is bound to heasken unto, had given it againſt his Lordſhips claim | 
and prexcnce, and olfcred to let their Hands to it as Law yer upon receiving a Letter from a certain | 
Mivifter, his Lordſhip came Cown and dilmiſſed the Court. | 

But the he Myficry is cally unridled ; for not oaly my Lord /. hath declared, That he forcles 
there will be Hanging, and he is-relolved to ; but Mr. Dancomb and one more told fone 
worthy Citizens that they wonder'd why. they would take all that pains, ſeeing they were in no dat | 
ger, their only deſun by obtaining Sheriffs according to their wud, being to Hang 9 or 10 perſes . 
t arc uncalic to lome in Fower, 

ſhus we have once more accoſted you, and chuſe to be the bricfcr, becauſe you all know whereabout . 
vou are; only this | will take the holduet to intimate to you, That beſides the manifold actions which | 
you may have agaiaſt the Mayor, you may either Indift hi u upon the Statute of Weſtminſter, or complain | 
for breaking his Oath both as a Free-man and a Magiſtrate. . 

And whercas Mr. Town-Clerk runs up and down thinking himſelf injured in a farmer paper, I (hall 
only tell him, that beſides his being in company where conſulign was drunk to the Charter, he inftru 
ed the Council againſt it ail he could to the overthrow thereof. Nay I may add, that for all his late peas 
rence, it was he that Originally led my Lord Mayor inte theſe miſtakes which are like to prove his 0+ | 
verthrow. And if thus do not teach hum to be (lent, I can aſſure him that there is that in Articles again 
him, whenſoever « Parliament comes, that will reach jarther than the forfeiture of his Place. | 
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